Melbourne Breast and Endocrine Surgeons
Guide to Surgical Fees
1. What makes up my surgical fees?
Your total surgical fees are made up of:

· Hospital bed charges

· Theatre fees

· Surgeon fees

· Surgical assistant fees (if an assistant is required)

· Anaesthetist fees
2. If I have private health cover, what is covered by my fund?
This depends on your level of cover and policy – we strongly suggest that you check with your health fund regarding your coverage prior to proceeding with the procedure to avoid un-expected out-of-pocket charges.

In general, health fund covers theatre and hospital bed fees. You may need to pay a small excess depending on your cover. 

As far as medical fees are concerned, Medicare pays a proportion of the fees and your health fund provides another additional portion. Depending on your fund and the procedure, you may have additional co-contribution (otherwise known as a gap or out-of-pocket charges) to make up the shortfall.

Our practice will provide you with a financial consent when we book your procedure.
3. What if I am un-insured and wish to be treated as a self funded patient?
Even if you don’t have private health cover, you may still choose to be treated in a private hospital. You will however be up for both hospital and medical charges. If you are eligible for Medicare, you may have a proportion of your medical fees reimbursed. Please also be aware that if you require longer hospital stay or additional procedures due to complications or unexpected pathology, you may incur additional fees.
Our practice will be happy to provide you with a quote.

4. What other services are included in my fees?

Access to breast care nurses as required

Post-operative reviews (for period considered reasonable by Medicare for the procedure performed)
Additional fees may apply if further procedures are performed at post-operative visits (eg seroma or haematoma aspiration/drainage).

5. Other points to note …
· Insured patients

· Payment for out-of-pocket is generally expected prior to confirming your procedure if you have private healthcover.

· Our practice and the hospital will deal with your healthfund directly with respect to the balance of the fees.

· By signing the financial consent, you have agreed to be primarily responsible for surgical fees. We therefore strongly advice that you check with your healthfund regarding your coverage  and exclusions prior to proceeding with surgery. We will be happy to provide the relevant item numbers. This is particularly relevant if you have pre-existing conditions which  exclude them from your coverage either temporarily (as part of your waiting period) or permanently.

· Self Funded patients

· Full payment of quoted medical fees is expected prior to confirming your procedure

· Payment for outstanding balance is expected at the post-operative review

· Investigations
· If you require investigations such as radiology or pathology tests (eg  histology or frozen sections) during your admission, you may receive an invoice from the service provider and maybe eligible for health fund or medicare rebates. This is independent of fees charged by MBES. 

· Anaesthetics and surgical assistant fees

· Quote provided by MBES covers our surgical fees only and does not generally include anaesthetic and surgical assistant charges.

· We endeavour to use anaesthetists and assistance who would be happy to provide you with reasonable quotes prior to your procedure. It is however the independent providers’ responsibility and MBES will not be liable for information regarding quotes and charges for their services. 

Please do not hesitate to contact our office if you have any queries – 9872 4166

